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from entering there. All expected the enemy at any moment and
apparently had a mind to do their duty, and all were alert.
At this juncture the governor thought he saw lights at sea and
supposed that they must be enemy pinnaces approaching to land
men on that side. He sent deponent and (p. 24) the other horse who
were with him to ride along the beach as far as the trench where
Captain Martin Polo was, to discover if there were any pinnaces
there. The horsemen went and when they had arrived where Martin
Polo was they heard harquebus and artillery fire from the Caleta,
which indicated that the enemy and ours were engaged there.
When they heard this they returned with their horses, but the
Caleta work was already lost and the enemy was advancing up the
beach amidst much shouting and outcry7, with heavy fire from their
harquebuses and bows, so that it was necessary to escape from among
them, for the horsemen found themselves between the English who
were advancing along the beach and others who had already taken
the Santo Domingo defences. These also fired on the horse so that
they had to escape from the beach by Geronimo de Avila street and
withdraw toward the bridge, inasmuch as the infantry had preceded
them in that direction, in retreat.
And so, because the governor and his captains and foot awaited
the enemy all that night at the Caleta and faced him and fought
until the enemy took the place by force of his arms and superior
strength, deponent considers that they did their duty and none may
be (p. 25) charged with cowardice. Given the enemy's strength, as
deponent has since seen it to be, in men, artillery, munitions, fire-
works and other artifices of war, deponent believes that had they
who were at the Caleta stayed there longer than they did all or
most of them would have been killed or captured, as some were,
because they had few weapons of the kinds required for hand to
hand fighting (such as pikes, halberds, partisans, swords and
targets) and among them were very few skilled in handling these
arms. After this manner it happened that the English took the city
by force of arms.
Some days after the city fell Tristan de Orive went by the
governor's order, according to deponent's understanding, to treat
with Captain Francis, that he might not burn the city or damage it.
This man returned with word that Captain Francis asked that the
bishop and the governor appear to negotiate in this matter.
Considering how much it behove His Majesty's service and the
universal welfare of this quarter of the Indies that this city be pre-
served and not lost, because it is a necessary port of call for all His